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to promote communion with the spirit that was wor-
shipped. In the same way, even such a ceremony as
the wearing of the entrails round the neck, and putting
the liver in the mouth, acquires an intelligible meaning
and purpose. The liver and entrails are naturally
connected with the life of the animal, and the motive of
this repulsive ceremony would seem to be an intense
desire to obtain as dose communion as possible with
the object of worship by wearing those parts of its
body that are specially connected with its life. So,
too, this theory explains why the animal sacrificed is
so often treated as an object of worship. In the case
of the buSalo sacrifices in the Telugu country, as we
have seen, the buffalo is paraded through the village,
decked with garlands and smeared with turmeric and
kunkuma, and then, as it passes by the houses, people
come out and pour water on its feet, and worship it.
But why should this be done if the animal sacrificed is
regarded as only a gift to the goddess ? When, however,
we realize that the animal sacrificed was not originally
regarded as a gift, but as a member of the totem tribe
and the representative of the spirit to be worshipped,
the whole ceremony becomes full of meaning.
Then, again, this theory of the origin of sacrifice
supplies a very plausible and intelligible explanation
of the origin of the use of stones and images to
represent the village deities in India- At first sight it
seems a complete mystery why a common ordinary
stone should be regarded as representing a god or
goddess. Most of the stones used for this purpose in
South Indian villages have absolutely nothing that is
peculiar or distinctive about them. Often they are
simply stone pillars of varying heights, and a large
number are only small, conical "stones, not more tban
six or seven inches high. Some, again, are flat slabs
with figures carved on them in bas-relief and others are
regular images. The images and carved bas-reliefs we
can understand; but how could these ordinary stones
and stone-pillars h^ye ever come to be regarded as the
representatives of spiritual beings? The theory of